
 

 

SDUN SRFLHW\, aQ iQiWiaWiYe aimed aW UeSRSXlaWiQg 
SaUk, ZaV laXQched WhiV Zeek b\ IVlaQdeU SZeQ 
LRUeQ] ZiWh Whe bRld challeQge: µBH RQH RI MXVW 500 
SHRSOH WR FUHDWH D QHZ OLIHVW\OH IRU \RXUVHOI.  RHSRSXODWH D 
µVHFUHW¶ EXURSHDQ PLFURVWDWH ZKHUH SURSHUWLHV DUH VWDQGLQJ 
HPSW\.¶  hWWSV://ZZZ.VZeQ-lRUeQ].cRm/VaUk-VRcieW\/.  The 
iQiWiaWiYe haV aWWUacWed cRQVideUable lRcal aQd Qa-
WiRQal media cRYeUage.  YeVWeUda\ mRUQiQg, OVcaU 
PeaUVRQ Rf BBC RadiR GXeUQVe\ iQWURdXced aQ 
iQWeUYieZ ZiWh SZeQ LRUeQ] befRUe VSeakiQg liYe 
RQ aiU WR Whe SeigQeXU Rf SaUk, MajRU ChUiVWRSheU 
BeaXmRQW.  

 
“A VHFUHW EXURSHDQ PLFURVWDWH ZKHUH 
SURSHUWLHV DUH VWDQGLQJ HPSW\?  :KHUH 
FRXOG ZH SRVVLEO\ EH WDONLQJ DERXW?  
SDUN, DQG WKDW¶V H[DFWO\ KRZ RQH QHZ 
UHORFDWLRQ VHUYLFH LV GHVFULELQJ WKH LV-

ODQG.  IW¶V WKH EUDLQFKLOG RI 45-\HDU-ROG GHUPDQ HQ-
WUHSUHQHXU SZHQ LRUHQ] ZKR RIIHUV SURVSHFWLYH UHOR-
FDWRUV D KXJH SRUWIROLR, ZLWK DOO WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ WKH\ 
QHHG, IRU DURXQG �1,000.  TKH ZHEVLWH ODXQFKHG RQ 
SXQGD\, I WKLQN, DQG DOUHDG\ KDV PRUH WKDQ 20 SHR-
SOH VLJQHG-XS.  FLUVW RQ WKLV VWRU\ WKLV PRUQLQJ, P\ 
FROOHDJXH RRU\, VSRNH ZLWK SZHQ LQ D EXV\ FRIIHH 
VKRS, WR ILQG RXW PRUH DERXW ZKDW µEDQJ¶ SHRSOH DUH 
DFWXDOO\ JHWWLQJ IRU WKHLU EXFN.” 

 
³I fiUVW mRYed WR SaUk iQ 2004 aQd, eYeQ 
WhRXgh I¶Ye beeQ aZa\ iQ Whe meaQWime 
fRU a feZ \eaUV, I YeU\ mXch kQRZ Rf 
VRme Rf Whe challeQgeV WhaW Whe iVlaQd iV 
faciQg, Zhich, iQclXdeV Whe dURS iQ SRS-

XlaWiRQ RYeU Whe laVW 10 \eaUV, aQd, aV a UeVideQW, I 
am gUeaWl\ cRQceUQed WhaW Ze aUe UeachiQg a SRiQW 
ZheUe Whe cRmmXQiW\ iV VimSl\ QRW Yiable aQ\-
mRUe.  I¶Ye jXVW decided WR, \RX kQRZ, VWeS fRUZaUd 
aQd SXW m\Velf RXW WheUe, aQd VeW XS a ZebViWe aQd 
a VeUYice, ZheUe SeRSle caQ geW helS if Whe\ ZaQW WR 
mRYe WR SaUk.  I¶Ye alUead\ bURXghW SeRSle RYeU 
WheUe, VR iW¶V WUied aQd WeVWed.´  
 
“AQG, RI FRXUVH, \RX aUH QRW GRLQJ WKLV RXW RI WKH 
JRRGQHVV RI \RXU RZQ KHaUW.  YRX aUH ORRNLQJ IRU a 
OLWWOH ELW RI PRQH\.  SRPH ZRXOG Va\ TXLWH a ORW; 
$1,300.  WKaW aUH SHRSOH aFWXaOO\ JHWWLQJ IRU WKHLU 
PRQH\?”  
 
³SR, aW Whe YeU\ heaUW Rf iW, iV a UiQg-biQdeU ZiWh 
abRXW 250 ± 300 SageV Rf YeU\ deQVe iQfRUmaWiRQ 
abRXW SaUk.  IW¶V a cRmSle[ SURjecW WR mRYe WR 
SaUk.  I meaQ, I haYe helSed a feZ SeRSle alUead\, 
aQd baVicall\ eYeU\RQe haV 1,001 TXeVWiRQV aQd I 
ZaQWed WR SUe-emSW WheVe TXeVWiRQV aQd make VXUe 
WhaW eYeU\RQe caQ gR iQWR WhiV fURm a YeU\ Zell-
iQfRUmed SeUVSecWiYe.  AQd WheQ, RQ WRS Rf WhaW, I 

RffeU aQ\WhiQg WhaW VRmeRQe QeedV helS ZiWh, SUR-
Yided iW¶V QRW legal adYice RU Wa[ adYice, Zhich I am 
QRW liceQVed WR giYe, I am VWeSSiQg iQ WR helS iQ a 
YeU\ fle[ible Za\.  BXW I ZaQWed WR gR iQ WheUe QRZ 
aQd VigQ XS Whe fiUVW baWch Rf, I call Whem, µVeWWleUV¶ 
jXVW WR make iW a biW fXQ.  YRX kQRZ, like iQ UefeU-
eQce WR Whe 1565 VeWWleUV.  We Qeed a QeZ geQeUa-
WiRQ Rf SeRSle WR iQjecW life iQWR SaUk.´ 
 
“AQG KRZ PaQ\ VHWWOHUV KaYH \RX EURXJKW RYHU VR 
IaU?” 
 
³SR, WZR haYe alUead\ mRYed RYeU.  The\ aUe laWe 
30V, iQWeUQeW eQWUeSUeQeXUV fURm LRQdRQ.  A maU-
Uied cRXSle ZhR¶Ye QRZ fXll\ VeWWled; YeU\ haSS\.  
AQRWheU SeUVRQ haV alUead\ VigQed WheiU UeQWal 
cRQWUacW aQd RQe iV jXVW abRXW WR VigQ.  SR, iW iV al-
Uead\ haSSeQiQg, aQd, RYeU Whe laVW 48 hRXUV, I¶Ye 
RQl\ laXQched WhiV RQ SXQda\, I¶Ye alUead\ had 
QeaUl\ 20 SeRSle VigQ XS WR Whe VeUYice aQd iQclXd-
iQg VRme YeU\ high-SURfile SeRSle aQd VRme mXlWi-
SlieUV.  SR, I WhiQk WheUe, Ze Zill Vee VRme YeU\ high 
calibUe, ZRUWhZhile addiWiRQV WR Whe iVlaQd iQ Whe 
Qe[W cRXSle Rf mRQWhV.´ 
 
“I ZaV JRLQJ WR Va\, VRPH RI WKH LQIRUPaWLRQ WKH\ 
FRXOG JHW, VXUHO\, WKH\ FaQ JHW IURP ORFaO HVWaWH 
aJHQWV, RU RWKHU SHRSOH RQ SaUN, IRU IUHH?” 
 
³All Whe iQfRUmaWiRQ I SURYide, XlWimaWel\, iV VRme-
ZheUe iQ Whe SXblic dRmaiQ.  NRWhiQg iV VecUeW SeU 
Ve.  IW¶V jXVW WhaW, if \RX ZaQWed WR UeVeaUch WhaW 
\RXUVelf, \RX ZRXld SURbabl\ haYe WR VSeQd VeYeUal 
ZeekV aQd Wake RQe RU WZR WUiSV aQd WheQ WheUe aUe 
Whe SeUVRQal UelaWiRQVhiSV WhaW I caQ bUiQg WR Whe 
Wable, WhaW QRW eYeU\RQe haV.  SR, \eah Rf cRXUVe, 
\RX caQ dR iW fRU ]eUR.  IW deSeQdV RQ ZhaW \RX Yal-
Xe \RXU Wime fRU, aQd Whe SeRSle WhaW I¶m VSeakiQg 
WR UighW QRZ, YalXe WheiU Wime YeU\ highl\.´ 
 
“AQG ZKaW¶V WKH IHHGEaFN EHHQ OLNH IURP WKH WZR WKaW 
KaYH PRYHG RYHU aOUHaG\?  HRZ aUH WKH\ ILQGLQJ OLIH 
RQ SaUN?”  
 
³The\ caQ¶W geW RYeU hRZ ama]iQg iW iV fRU Whem.  I 
meaQ, QeYeU miQd Whe cXUUeQW COVID iVVXe, bXW 
Whe cRmbiQaWiRQ Rf Whe beaXW\ Rf SaUk, Whe XQ-
VSRiled VceQeU\, Whe TXaliW\ Rf life.  YRX kQRZ, \RX 
caQ gR fRU a UXQ mid-mRUQiQg aQd \RX aUe alZa\V 
VXUURXQded b\ QaWXUe.  The biUdV aUe ZakiQg \RX 
XS iQ Whe mRUQiQg.  IW¶V a lRYel\ cRmmXQiW\.´  
 
“I ZRQGHU ZKaW VRUW RI FRQYHUVaWLRQV \RX¶YH KaG ZLWK 
WKH ORFaO JRYHUQPHQW LQ SaUN aQG Pa\EH HYHQ KHUH LQ 
GXHUQVH\?  WHUH \RX aVNHG WR VHW XS WKLV YHQWXUH?  OU 
aUH \RX GRLQJ WKLV LQ FROOaERUaWLRQ ZLWK WKHP?”  
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³SR, fRU me, Whe YeU\ ke\ cUiWeUia fRU dRiQg aQ\ Rf 
WhiV ZaV, I VSRke WR Whe SeigQeXU Rf SaUk, aQd, I 
hRSe he dReVQ¶W miQd me Va\iQg, WhaW he ZaV VXS-
SRUWiYe.  AQd WhaW baVicall\ came RQ Whe back Rf, 
he¶d alUead\ VWaWed SXblicl\, WZR \eaUV agR WhaW 
SaUk QeedV a SRSXlaWiRQ Rf 800 WR 1,000 SeRSle WR 
be Yiable.  SR, UighW QRZ, Ze¶Ye gRW 400.  We haYe 
SURbabl\ aW leaVW 150 emSW\ SURSeUWieV RQ SaUk.´  
 
“I ZaV JRLQJ WR Va\, I VXSSRVH VRPH RI WKH aOOXUH WR 
SaUN LV WKH IaFW WKaW LW LV VR LVROaWHG aQG WKHUH aUHQ¶W a 
KXJH aPRXQW RI UHVLGHQWV WKHUH.  TKHUH PXVW EH SHRSOH 
WKLQNLQJ, I GRQ¶W QHHG a ORW RI RWKHU SHRSOH PRYLQJ WR 
WKH LVOaQG, I aP TXLWH KaSS\ ZLWK WKH VHW XS aV LW LV?”  
 
³AQd I UeVSecW eYeU\RQe¶V RSiQiRQ iQ WhaW UegaUd.  I 
ZRXld jXVW add WhaW, \RX kQRZ, RQce \RXU cRmmX-
QiW\ geWV WR a SRiQW ZheUe \RXU lRcal VXSeUmaUkeW 
mighW haYe WR VhXW dRZQ, WheQ WheUe ma\be Whe 
ZUiWiQg RQ Whe Zall, WhaW Whe cRmmXQiW\ iV jXVW geW-
WiQg a biW WRR Vmall.´ 
 
“AQG GR \RX KaYH aQ\ VRUW RI JRaO aERXW KRZ PaQ\ 
SHRSOH \RX ZRXOG OLNH WR HYHQWXaOO\ KHOS VHWWOH RQ 
SaUN?”  
 
³IW¶V YeU\ difficXlW WR SUedicW hRZ all Rf WhiV Zill 
SaQ RXW.  I WhiQk eYeQWXall\, aQd SRVVibl\ VRRQeU 
WhaQ I eYeQ imagiQe, WhiV ZhRle VWRU\ Zill jXVW ciUcle 
aURXQd Whe glRbe.  AQd iW cRXld Zell be WhaW m\ jRb 
cRmeV WR aQ eQd mXch faVWeU WhaQ I WhiQk, becaXVe 
iW VimSl\ becRmeV a VWRU\ WhaW, \RX kQRZ, SeRSle 
laWch RQWR iQ Whe media aQd WheQ ZRUd VSUeadV. 
AQd WUXWh be WRld, \RX dRQ¶W abVRlXWel\ Qeed me 
fRU WhiV, \RX kQRZ, SeRSle caQ dR iW WhemVelYeV.  I 
jXVW VaYe a lRW Rf Wime fRU SeRSle.´  
 
“IV WKHUH VFRSH IRU \RXU YHQWXUH WR EH H[SaQGHG, \RX 
NQRZ, LI LW LV aV VXFFHVVIXO aV \RX IRUHVHH?”  
 
³I¶ll dR WhaW fRU SaUk.  I ZRXld lRYe WR cUeaWe a Ueal 
VXcceVV VWRU\ WheUe, aQd alVR, I dRQ¶W ZaQW WR call iW 
legac\, becaXVe I am WRR \RXQg fRU WhaW, bXW if Ze 
cRXld jXVW geW WR a Slace ZheUe SaUk iV a fXll\ fXQc-
WiRQiQg jXUiVdicWiRQ agaiQ.  IQ Whe VeQVe WhaW iW haV 
eQRXgh SeRSle, iW¶V ecRQRmicall\ VWable aQd VXc-
ceVVfXl aQd, \RX kQRZ, WheQ Ze¶Ue WheUe.´ 
 
“SZHQ LRUHQ], IRXQGHU RI WKH SaUN SRFLHW\, VSHaNLQJ 
WR RXU UHSRUWHU RRU\ O¶RHLOO\.  WKaW aQ LQWULJXLQJ 
FRQFHSW.  II \RX IaQF\ PRYLQJ WR SaUN, \RX¶OO JHW a SHU-
VRQaOLVHG 250-SaJH ELQGHU ZLWK aOO WKH LQIRUPaWLRQ 
\RX QHHG, IRU WKH SULFH RI �1,000.  LLYH WR SaUN WKLV 
PRUQLQJ ZLWK LWV SHLJQHXU, CKULVWRSKHU BHaXPRQW.  
SR, WKLV JX\ aVNV SHRSOH WR Sa\ KLP a JUaQG aQG WKHQ 
KH JRHV RQOLQH aQG FKHFNV RXW VRPH SURSHUWLHV, WKaW 
aUH aOO LQ WKH SXEOLF GRPaLQ, aQG Pa\EH KaV a WHOH-
SKRQH FKaW ZLWK WKHP aV ZHOO?”  

 
“I WhiQk WhaW \RX¶Ue beliWWliQg ZhaW SZeQ 
iV RffeUiQg.  I fXll\ VXSSRUW ZhaW he¶V dR-
iQg, aQd fRU Whe SeRSle WhaW he dealV 
ZiWh, aV he Vaid WR RRU\, he iV lRRkiQg, RU 

Whe\ aUe lRRkiQg aW VaYiQg WhemVelYeV Wime, aQd 
WhaW¶V ZhaW he iV dRiQg fRU Whem.  IW¶V iQYeVWmeQW 
adYice, aV faU aV Whe\¶Ue cRQceUQed, aQd SeRSle Zill 
Sa\ mRQe\ fRU gRRd iQYeVWmeQW adYice aQd Whe ad-
Yice he iV giYiQg iV gRRd adYice.´  
 
“YHV, aQG \RX¶YH EHHQ RQ WKH VLWH?”  
 
³YeV, I haYe VeeQ hiV ViWe.  We¶Ye beeQ diVcXVViQg 
WhiV fRU, Zell, a lRQg Wime.  SZeQ aQd I haYe dRQe 
VRme bXViQeVV WRgeWheU.  He ZaV YeU\ iQVWUXmeQWal 
iQ helSiQg ZiWh laVW \eaU¶V OSeUa FeVWiYal aQd gRW 
XV RXU SUiQciSal VSRQVRUVhiS.  SR, SZeQ aQd I haYe 
beeQ WalkiQg abRXW WhiV fRU a lRQg Wime.´ 
 
“I VXSSRVH RQH RI KLV SRLQWV ZaV aERXW WKH SRSXOaWLRQ 
RI WKH LVOaQG, ZaVQ¶W LW?  IV WKH FRPPXQLW\ a ELW WRR 
VPaOO?” 
 
³YeV, iW iV, aQd \RX kQRZ, if \RX cRme heUe iQ Whe 
ZiQWeU, \RX¶ll VWUXggle WR fiQd a UeVWaXUaQW RSeQ 
VeYeQ da\V a Zeek.  SR, if \RX iQcUeaVe Whe SRSXla-
WiRQ, Whe chaQce Rf beiQg able WR haYe a mRUe Yi-
bUaQW VRcieW\, VeYeQ da\V a Zeek, iV WheUe.´  
 
“I ZRQGHU ZKaW \RX WKLQN LVOaQGHUV KaYH RU aUH, JRLQJ 
WR PaNH RI LW?”  
 
³Well Ze¶Ye alZa\V beeQ aQ iVlaQd Rf VRUW Rf flX[. 
SR, SeRSle haYe beeQ cRmiQg RQ aQd YiViWiQg Whe 
iVlaQd aQd fiQdiQg Whe\ lRYe iW; fiQdiQg a UeaVRQ WR 
VWa\ aQd VWa\iQg.  MaQ\ haYe aUUiYed aQd maUUied 
aQd WheQ VWXck aQd VWa\ed.  IW¶V jXVW WhaW ZiWh Whe 
ZRUld mRYiQg aV iW dReV, WheQ Whe YiabiliW\ Rf Vmall 
RUgaQiVaWiRQV, Vmall iVlaQdV, iV deSeQdeQW XSRQ iWV 
SRSXlaWiRQ.  SR, iW iV ke\ WR haYe eQRXgh SeRSle WR 
make iW Wick.” 
 
“I FRPSOHWHO\ JHW WKaW SRLQW aQG OHW PH MXVW FKaOOHQJH 
\RX aERXW WKLV VHUYLFH VHHPLQJO\ EHLQJ aOO aERXW Wa[ 
VaYLQJV, aQG QRW UHaOO\ UHIOHFWLQJ KRZ JUHaW LVOaQG OLIH 
LV.  IW aSSHaUV WaUJHWHG SXUHO\ aW WKH ZHaOWK\?” 
 
³Well \eV, SZeQ ma\ Zell WaUgeW hiV WhiQg aW Whe 
ZealWh\.  ThaW¶V Whe ZRUld he liYeV iQ, bXW WhaW 
dReVQ¶W meaQ WR Va\ WhaW, aV he Vaid iQ hiV iQWeU-
YieZ, \RX caQ geW all WhiV iQfRUmaWiRQ fRU QRWhiQg if 
\RX chRRVe WR dR WhaW, bXW fRU Whe clieQWele WhaW he 
haV, Whe\ YalXe Wime RYeU Whe mRQe\ aQd Zill make 
WhaW jXdgemeQW.  SR, iW VeemV SeUfecWl\ UeaVRQable 
WR me WhaW SeRSle Zill Sa\ fRU a VeUYice, if iW VaYeV 
Whem a cRmmRdiW\ Whe\¶Ue SUeSaUed WR Sa\ fRU.” 
 
“YHV. SR, ZKaW KaSSHQV QH[W?  TZR SHRSOH UHORFaWHG, 
aQRWKHU QHaUO\ 20 VLJQHG-XS.  TKLV FRXOG JR ELJ.  IW 
FRXOG EH TXLWH VXFFHVVIXO?” 
 
³YeV.  If iW becRmeV VXcceVVfXl, WheQ Ze¶ll fiQd mRUe 
SeRSle ZaQWiQg WR cRme WR SaUk WhaQ Ze¶Ye gRW 
VSace fRU, aQd I ZRXld SUefeU WR be iQ WhaW ViWXa-
WiRQ, WhaQ iQ a ViWXaWiRQ ZheUe Ze haYe SileV Rf 
emSW\ SURSeUWieV aQd QRbRd\ kQRZiQg WhaW WheUe¶V 
a Slace WR liYe.´  


